Venture Finance research report

Good research starts from well-organized ideas and good final report relates class materials to the research. Make the file name starting with your last name.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In your research, approach the topic with 5Ws and H.
The research assignment is in two steps:
First, progress report
Second, final report.

Research report / progress report due on two dates

Your name:

Research topic: choose a startup co. / venture capital fund/ or other topics related to the class.


1. List of Research questions.
2. Source of information and data related to the topic.
3. collect information and data.
[bookmark: _Hlk58253836]sometimes you start with research Qs and you might not find relevant data and information, then you must change the research topic that can be done empirically based on data and information.

Submit research progress report due on April 17th (Saturday)

4. research report backed up by tables/charts

Submit final research report due on May 8th (Saturday)
Format of the final report

Just the description and summary will get only half of the credit at the maximum. The audience is the class, and the report should be in professional language.
First para.
My takeaway is . . .
I find it interesting/informative
I learned 	
My evaluation of the portfolio Co. / decisions with support of data/information

Discuss your point in the first para with supporting data and tables/graph/chart/ diagram
Last para. – relate to the class materials. As the ultimate objective is valuation, discuss it as much as possible in regards of valuation.

My research is related to the class materials (be specific and cite class materials.) 


Some possible topics are:

Pick a startup company and research on the company.

Approach research from the perspective of parties involved (entrepreneur, VCs and/or LPs) 
History of current venture or early days of public co. (e.g., Amazon from the beginning to the IPO).
Not simply a history, but how do these startups start, develop, and grow.
The role and contribution of three parties (entrepreneur/founder, GPs, and LPs)
 	Implications on valuations and investment decision of the party 

 Pick a venture capital fund.
Research on their funding and investment activities. Discuss LPs.

Venture activities in Wisconsin and Milwaukee

Any failed ventures.

Start-up firms with New technology

· Cryptocurrencies and their economic significance;
· Regulating digital transactions and systems;
· Blockchain and its effects on the digital economy;
· Trends in financial innovation and fintech industry;
· Payment systems and peer-to-peer lending; artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning (ML) and internet of things (IoT);
· The use of distributed ledger technology and smart contracts in international business;
· Digital disruption in business processes;
· Technology enabled innovations;
· Management and governance of innovations;
· Venture and finance of technological and innovating firms;
· Industrial evolution around digital innovation;
· Digital economy and innovation ecosystems;
· 5G

some common shortcomings

1. we are not interested in what you think/evaluate and so on unless you can support it with data.
to claim at all, you need to support your points with data and relevant information.
it is one thing that you like the company/product/business and make subjective evaluation. It is another whether you can convince the market and other investors to put down their capital. try to avoid  subjective assessments/evaluation/judgements unless you can support the arguments and convince investors.
2. some have descriptions with 5W and 1H. those 5W and 1H is used to organize the final report and argue your points.

Copy from the syllabus
The weight of research report  is 10% in the final grade.
1. Research report

The research report is to relate class materials to the real-world start-up companies and venture related events. Students conduct research on one subject and relate to the class discussions. Instructor will give more suggested topics in the class as the lecture progress. Starting from the middle of the semester, students submit progress report based on the suggestions by the instructor.
The format of the report consists of maximum 2-page discussion and maximum 2-page tables and charts. The total maximum is 4 pages, and any additional pages will be ignored. The evaluation is based on the relevance of the topic to the class materials. Good report will cite textbook, class materials and source of the information. 
Students submit their written reports to the “canvas”, and any delayed submission will receive half of the original points. In addition, any two or more reports with virtually identical contents will receive zero credits. There are two submissions related to the research report – draft and final report. Consult the course outline for the due dates.






